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II Cor. viii. 23, ->----- He is my Partner and Fellow-Helper. 


I Cor. iii. 8. Now he that planteth, and he that watereth are 
ONE. 


The Impoſition of Hands upon the Miniſter, when all is done, will 
be nothing but a Deſignation of a Perſon to this or that Office 


in the Church. *Tis a ridiculous Phraſe that of the Canoniſts, 
Conferre ordines. *Trs Cooptare aliquem in Ordinem, 10 


make a Man one of us, one of our Number, one of cur Order. 
. SELDEN. 
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Ordination SERMON. 


DE DEW IDs WEE ABI ARE PE 
PHILEMON Verſe 24. 


Marcus, ARIsSTARCHUs, DEMAs, Lucas my 
Fellow-Labourers. 


HIS Epiſtle, tho' written to a particu- 
lar Perſon, on a ſpecial Occaſion, and 
that ſeemingly of no very great Impor- 
tance ; has yet been juſtly placed a- 
mong the inſpired Writings of the 
= New Teſtament, and affords uſeful and 
BOP important Inſtructions. . 


Tux ſpecial Occaſion of writing it 
was this; ON ESsIMVs, Servant to PHILEMON, a CoLoss TAN, 
ran away from his Mafter and travelled as far a Ro ME, where 
the Apoſtle was then a Priſoner for the Goſpel. Ox Es I- 
Mus meeting with the Apoſtle there, and hearing him preach 
the Golpel, became a ſincere Convert to it, and an open Pro- 

feſſor of it; on which Arcount the Apoſtle ſty les him his Sen 
whom he had begotten in his Bonds, Ver. 10. 


CHRISTIANITY 
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6 Miniſters of the Goſpel 


CHRISTIANITY does not diſband civil Societies, nor re- 
leaſe Perſons from the Relations they before ſtood in, and the 
correſpondent Obligations they were under one to another. 
The believing Wife is not diſcharged from the unbelieving Huſ- 
band, the converted Child from the unconverted Parent, nor the 
regenerate Servant from the unregenerate Maſter ; nor is it un- 
lawful for a believing Maſter to retain, in the Relation of a 
Servant, one that is the Lox D's Freeman. It is true, he ought 
to treat ſuch an one net meerly as a Servant, but above a Ser- 
vant, as a Brother beloved. Our Conduct towards all Men 
ought to be agreable to the Relations they ſtand in to us, and 
as there is in this Caſe a double Relation, our Conduct ſhould 
be regulated with a View to each Part of it: Accordingly 
ſuch an one is to be treated as a Servant who is alſo a Bro- 
ther, or as a Brother who is at the fame Time a Servant ; that 
is, neither with the Freedom and Equality which is proper to 


be uſed toward a Brother who is not a Servant, nor yet with 


that Diſtance and Severity which may be allowable toward a 


Servant whe is not a Brother. 


AN p, ſince this is the Will of God with Regard to Maſters 
and Servants under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, the Apoſtle ha- 
ving been the Inſtrument of converting Ox ESIMUS, ſends 
him back to his Maſter; and ſends this Epiſtle by him, di- 
recting PHILEMON how he ought to receive and treat his 
Chriſtian $lave, 


AT the Cloſe of this Epiſtle St. Paul, in his uſual Man- 
ner, names thoſe who were preſent with him at the Writing 
of it, and ſent Salutations to the Perſon to whom he wrote. 


There ſalute thee EPAPHRAs my Fellow- Priſoner in CHRIST 


Jxsus. Marcus, ARIsTARCHUs, DEMAs, Lucas, my 
Fellow-Labourers, Theſe Men were all of them Miniſters of 
the Goſpel. 


MaRcus was the ſame Perſon whoſe Name our Tranſla- 
tors commonly write MARK. He accompanied BARNA- 
BAS and Saul from JERUSALEM to ANTIOCH, + and 
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+ AQts xii. 25. 80 
when 


confider'd as Fellow-Labourers. 7 


when they were, ſoon after, by the ſpecial Direction of the 
HoLy GnrosrT, ſeparated and ſent forth to preach the Goſpel 
to the Gentiles, he went with them as their Miniſter. F And 
tho! PAUL was afterwards ſo offended with him as to refuſe 
his Company and Aſſiſtance, when he went to viſit the Chur- 
ches he had planted *; yet his Diſpleaſure did not laſt very 
long, for we find MARK with him at Rome, when he wrote 
ſeveral of his Epiſtles. And when the Time of his Departure 
was at Hand, he ſent for him as one who was profitable to him 
for the Miniſtry f. And this MARK wrote the Goſpel which 
bears his Name. | 


Lucas or LUKE was a Phyſician by Profeſſion, a Man 
oreatly beloved of this Apoſtle, his Companion in all his Tra- 
vels, and one that continued with him to the laſt, He wrote 
one of the Goſpels and the As of the Apoſtles. 


ARISTARCHUS was a "'THESSALONIAN ||, he went to 
Rome with the Apoſtle, and was his Fellow-Priſoner — 
when he wrote his Epiſtle to the CoLossiANs. | 
DEMAs was likewiſe the Apoſtle's Companion at Rome, 
tho? he afterwards found Reaſon to complain of him, as one 


that had forſaken him, having loved this preſent World. 


THEsE are the Perſons the Apoſtle in our Text ſpeaks of 
under the Character of his Fellow-Labourers ; or acknow- 
ledges as being equally with himſelf Minifters of CHRIS TH: 
For tho? all who did, in any Way, contribute to the Propa- 
gation of the Goſpel, might, in a very large Senſe, be ſtiled 
Fellow- Helpers to the Truth; yet there is a more particular 
and appropriate Senſe in which the Word is uſed only of Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel 4. And as it is, in our Text, uſed of 
Particular Perſons, and as their diſtinctive Character, I ſhall 


take the Word in this appropriate Senſe. And what I pro- 
poſe at preſent, is 


— 


+ Acts xiii. 5. * Chap. xv. 37, 38. + II Tim. vi. 
It. Acts xxvii. 2. 4 II Cor. viii. 23, Col. iv. 
TI, 


3 To 


| | 
| 8 Miniſters of the Goſpel 
| To ſhow, That the Minifters of the Goſpel are Fellew-La- 


| 
| bourers. 
i 


IT is here ſuppoſed that the Work of the Miniftry is a la- 
borious Employment, ſuch an one as calls for great Activity 
and Diligence; and not a Buſineſs that may be done by the Bye, 
without ſpending much Tho't, Time or Labour about it. 
1 And it is further ſuppoſed, that thoſe who engage in this im- 
portant Work, give themſelves wholly to it, and approve them» 
| ſelves Labourers by their ative and faithful Diligence in per- 
forming the ſeveral Parts of it. But I fhall not ſpend the Time 
in proving What is ſuppoſed in the Text and Obſervation, 
Here therefore I ſhall name ſome of the principal Things in 
Reſpect of which Miniſters of the Goſpel may be conſidered as 

Feltow- Labourers. And here 


I. Mix1sTERs are Fellow-Labourers as they all have the 
18 great END and DESIGN in the Work they engage in. 


1 A Number of Men, however diligently employed, can't 
properly be conſidered as Fellow- Labourers, unleſs they are 
united in the End they aim at; or have one great Deſign 
| common to them all, and which they all endeavour to pro- 
F mote and advance, It their ultimate Intentions are different, 
and eſpecially if they are repugnant one to another, they muſt 
neceſſarily run counter to, and embarraſs each other. And 
ſurely while one pulls down what another is building up, and 
they mutually diſturb and hinder one another, they can with 
no Propriety be ſtill'd Fellow-Labourers; for the original 
Word ſignifies Fellow Helpers, and is ſometimes ſo rendred by 
our Tranſlators F But when Men work with one and the 
ſame Deſign, when they endeavour to advance the fame In- 
tereſt, and all their Labours tend to promote the ſame great 
End, they are fitly conſider'd and ſpoken of under the Cha- 
rater of Fellow-Labourers. Now this is the Caſe with 
Regard to the Miniſters of CHRIS T T. They have one great 
End in view, one common Deſign to which all their Labours 
tend, and in which all their Endeavours meet as in their com- 
K mon Centre, 
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+ II Cor. viii, 23. THAT 
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conſider d as Fellow-Labourers. 9 


Tr Gop who is infinitely wiſe, and who always acts in 
a Manner perfectly agreable to this Character, had one grand 
and ultimate Deſign in the Work of Redemption; to which 
the ſeveral ſubordinate Intentions are wholly to be referr'd ; 
and to which they are ſo exactly adjuſted as to render it certain 
and infallible. This Deſign was, that his own Perfections 
might be gloriouſly diſplay'd, in the compleat and eternal Sal- 
vation of a Number of his apoſtate and finful Creatures. To 
this his giving his SON to Jay down his Life as a Ranſom for 
Sinners, his affording the Revelation contained in his Word, 
his appointing the Miniſtry and Ordinances of the Goſpel, and 
his ſending his HoLy SPIRIT to bleſs theſe, and ſo apply 
CarisT's Redemption to particular Perſons, are to be con- 
ſider'd as Means or ſubordinate Intentions, 


a Tur Goſpel Miniſtry is one of thoſe Means infinite Wiſ- 
dom has made Choice of, for accompliſhing th: Deſigns of 
divine Grace, in the Recovery of Men from the Ruins of their 
Apoftacy, training them up to a Meetneſs for, and bringing 
them to the actual Poſſeſſion of, the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light. And in this Way of ſaving Sinners, Gon is more glo- 
rified than he cou'd have been in any other Method we are 
able to conceive of. 


THe infinite Viſdom of Gop is ploriouſly diſplay'd in 
contriving ſuch a Method of Salvation for Sinners, as is per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the Honour of all his At:ributes and the 
Demands of his broken Law: Such a Method as is certainly 
ſucceſsful, and does infallibly anſwer its End; tho? the Diffi- 
culties in the Way of it were ſuch as, to all finite Wiſdom, 
muſt have appeared abſolutely inſeperable. The almighty 


cution, in deſtroying the uſurped Empire of the Devil, and 
making even the Apoſtacy and Sinfulneſs of Men ſerve as a 
Foil to ſet the Glory of his own Perfections in a clearer and 
ſtronger Light, But what Tongue can expreſs, or what 
Language is fit to deſcribe the Glory of divine Grace, ſhining 
forth in this wonderful Method of Salvation ? This is, and to 
all Eternity will be, the delightful Subje& of the higheſt and 
molt pleaſing Admiration, and molt exalted Praiſes not only 
of thoſe who are redeemed from among Men, and ſo imme- 

diately 


Power of God is clearly ſeen in carrying this Deſian into Exe- 
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10 Miniſters of the Goſpel ty 


diately enjoy the Benefit of it ; but even of the holy Angels 
who were not perſonally intereſted in this Redemption, 

Now as this wonderful Exerciſe of the divine Perfections, 
this glorious Diſplay of the adorable Excellencies of Gop 
OUR DAVIOUR in thus bringing many Sons to Glory, is the 
great End of the whole Scheme of Redemption, and the grand 
Defign of the Goſpel Miniſtry ; fo it is what Minifters ought 
to aim at, what they ſhould make the great Deſign of their 
whole Lives to promote and advance. With an Aim to this / 
they are to conduct themſelves in their private Studies, their 
publick Adminiſtrations, and their whole Deportment. Tis 
the Office of the HoLy SPIRIT to glorify the Son of Gop, 
Jahn xvi. 14. He hall glorify me. And this will be the Aim 
and Intention of Miniſters ſo far as they are under his bleſſed 
Guidance and Influences. And Minifters conſider'd as ha- 
ving this for their ultimate End, or conſtantly endeavouring to 
promote this great Deſign, may fitly be ſtiled Fellow- Labourers, 


Ir any ſhould enquire here, What Rule they are to go by 
m judging whether any particular Miniſter has this important 
Part of the miniſterial Character? I anſwer, By their Fruits ye 
ſhall knew them. A credible Profeſſion of aiming at this great 
End, ſupported and adorned by a becoming Converſation is all 
the Evidence we can require. When a Perſon ſeriouſly pro- 
feſſes this, and his Conduct is ſuch as to corroborate his Pro- 
feſſion, People are not to indulge groundleſs Jealouſies and 
uncharitable Surmiſes concerning his internal State, It is 
God's Prerogative to view the Hearts of Men, and judge of 
their Intentions and Deſigns further than they appear by their 
Profeſſions and their Conduct. A certain Knowledge of the 
Heart is not neceſſary to the acknowledgingPerſons as true and 
faithful Miniſters of CHRIST . To this Purpoſe it is worthy 
of Obſervation, that the inſpiredApoſtle, in ourText, acknow- 
ledges DEmas, equally with the others here named, as his Fel- 
low-Labourer, when yet, in anEpiſtle written ſometime after f, 
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1 That the /econd Epiſtle to Timothy was the laſt of all St. 
Paul's Writings ſeems evident from many Paſlages in it, 


and is proved by Dr. Hhitby in his Preface to it. . 
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* 4 


he gives a bad Character of him, 2 Tim. iv. 10. Demas hath 


forſaken me, having loved this preſent World, Expoſitors are 


not agreed how far, or in what Senſe DEMas forſook PAUL. 


Some think he forſook the Chriſtian Religion, and turned to 
 Heatheniſm. Others are of Opinion that he only left the Mi- 


m/try to follow ſome ſecular Employment. But however, it 


will be hard to reconcile his forſaking the Apotle (in the mild- 


eſt Senſe that can well be put upon the Expreſſion) from a 


Love to this preſent World, with the Character of a true and 
ſincere Chriſtian ; fince it is certain, that , any Man love the 
Mold, the Love of the Father is not in him *. It is therefore 


too probable, that he never had a truly ſanctified Heart, and 
conſequently that his End and Aim in what he did never was 
right in the Sight of God : Yet ſo long as nothing of this ap- 
peared by his Conduct, the Apoſtie, under the Direction of 
the HoLy GrosrT, acknowledges him as his Fellow-La- 
bourer ; but when the Wickedneſs of his Heart diſcovered it 
ſelf by clear Evidence in his Life, inſtead of owning him as a 
Fellow- Labourer, he ſpeaks of him as one that from a Love 
to the World had forſaken him f. 


Bur I muſt proceed, and ſay 


II. MiINIST ERS of the Goſpel are Fellow: Labourers, as they 
uſe the ſame Mt AN s for promoting this great End. 


42 john . 16. 

+ The Argument thus drawn from the Apoſile's Example, 
does not conclude againſt the Propriety or Neceſſity of 
examining ſuch as are entring into the Miniſtry with Re- 
gard to experimental Religion. A Practice which is juſti- 
fied by ſuch Texts of Scripture as require, that ſuch as 
are admitted into the Miniſtry be faithful Men as well 
as able to teach, It does indeed prove, that thoſe who 
have the Power of Ordination are liable to be mi/taken, 
after the moſt careful Examinations; and that their be- 
ing miſtaken in Reſpect of the internal and ſpiritual State 
of the Perſon they ordain, don't invalidate the Action, or 
render ſuch an one not a lawful Miniſter of Chriſt, 
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12 Miniſters of the Goſpel 


Tux Expreſſion of Fellow- Labourers raiſes in our Minds 
the Idea of a Number of Perſons united in their Endeavours to 
accompliſh ſome one Deſign, *Tis not enough to denomi- 
nate Men ſuch, meerly that they have the ſame End in view ; 
for this notwithſtanding, they may hinder inſtead of helping 
one another, and ſo prevent the Attainment of the End they 
all propoft and aim at. This they will certainly do, if, like 
the Builders of BABEL, their Language be confounded, fo _ 
that they don't underſtand each other ; or their Principles 
and Tempers be fo contradictory that they can't go the ſame 
Way to work, and take agreeing Methods for accompliſhing 
their Deſign, | 


IT is an Argument of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gop 
eur Saviour, and what very greatly conduces to render the 
Goſpel- Miniſtry ſucceſsful, that he has appointed his Miniſters 
the Means they are to uſe, and preſcribed the Methods they 
are to take for promoting his Glory in the Salvation of Men. 
He that conſiders the unſuitable Means, and contradictory 
Methods Men run into for attaining this End, when once 
they pretend to be wiſe above what is written, and depart from 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel of CHRIST, will be abundantly 
convinced of this Truth; tho' the Time will not allow me 
to ſet the Evidence of it in it's proper Light. 


Trae Means CHRrIsT has appointed, and which his 
Miniſters, as Officers in his Kingdom, muſt make Uſe of 
to advance the Deſigns of his Grace, and promote his Glory 
in the World, are the faithful Preaching the Truths of the 
Goſpel, the regular Adminiſtration of the Ordinances of 
his Worſhip, the impartial Exerciſe of the Diſcipline of 
His Church, and a due Care to provide for a Succeſſion in the 
Miniſtry, by committing the Things which they have heard, unto 


faithful Men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo. To qua- 


lify themſelves for the Diſcharge of theſe ſeveral important 
Branches of this ſacred Office, they muſt be laborious in 
diligent Reading, hard Study, and earneſt Prayer. And that 
they give themſelves wholly to theſe Things, and not be drawn 
away from them, or diſturb'd in their Attendance upon them 
by the Care of providing for themſelves and Families, Gon 
has ordained that they that preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the 


Goſpel, 


conſider d as Fellow-Labourers. 13 


Goſpel +, and made it the indiſputable Duty of him that it 
taught in the Word, to communicate to him that teacheth in all 
good Things t. And it concerns Miniſters, as they would 
hope for Succeſs, in the moſt laborious Diſcharge of the Duties 
of their Office, to be regular and exemplary in the whole of 
their Conduct, being Examples to their Hearers, in Mord, in 
Conver ſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith and Purity . 


Tarse Means are all of them of divine Appointment, 
they are highly neceſſary, and wiſely ſuited to anſwer the 
great Deſign of redeeming Grace. The plain and faithful 
Preaching of the great Truths of divine Revelation tends to 
awaken the ſecure, and humble the haughtySinner,to bring him to 


bow before and ſubmit to a ſavereign GoD, whom he has aw- 


fully offended, but who has erected a Throne of Grace, and is 
in CHRIST reconciling a rebellious World to himſelf. It tends 
to encourage him to accept of and truſt in an offered Saviour, 
repreſented in his glorious Character of a compleat and an all- 
ſufficient Redeemer. And by the SPIRIT of GoD accom- 
pan ing this, the Perſon is bro't into ſuch a State of vital Union 
to JEs us the Head of Influences, in whom all Fulneſs dwells, as 
to derive Grace from him to transform his Soul into a growing 
Reſemblance to the moral Perfections of Go, and to render 
his Life pure and holy, juſt, merciful and temperate ; and, 
in a Word, ſuch as ( Allowance being made for the Weakneſs 
and Imperfection of Grace) becomes one that is a Child of 


GoD and an Heir of eternal Glory. The Ordinances of the 


Goſpel, when adminiftred in their primitive Purity and agrea- 
ble to the original Inſtitution of them, do in a plain and fami- 
liar, and yet in a lively and affecting Manner, repreſent the 
important Truths and Duties of the chriſtian Religion, and 
they are inſtituted Means of conveying Grace and Comfort 
to ſuch as duly attend upon them. The Diſcipline of the 
Church is neceſſary to the Credit of Religion, and the Honour 
of it's Author, It is the Means appointed for preſerving the 
Church pure and ſound, for reclaiming particular Offenders, 
and for warning and preſerving others. Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
ſures, that they may anſwer their End, are to be diſpenſed 


+ I Cor. ix. 14. + Gal. vi. 6, * I Tim. 4. 12. 
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with the moſt exact Impartiality, and with all that Lenity and 
Tenderneſs which is conſiſtent with Faithfulneſs to Go p and 
the Souls of Men. They are not to be inflited for di/putable, 
or for trifling Matters, but for evident Breaches of the plain 
Laws of CHRIST. When they are uſed according to the 
Nature and Deſign of them, and the Intention of him that in- 
ſtituted them, tho' they don't in the leaſt Degree affect Men 
in their civil Rights, or temporal Concerns ; yet they come with 
Weight on the Conſciences of Men, and are, by the divine Bleſ- 
ſing, rendred effectual for anſwering their End. But the 
uſing them in Caſes of a doubtful Nature, or in Matters of 
ſmall Conſequence ; and above all, the proftituting them to the 
Service of a Party, always renders them cheap and contemp- 
tible. And thoſe who enervate the Diſcipline of the Church, 
by miſapplying and abuſing it, ſoon find that it does not an- 
{wer the End they propoſe by it; and then, as their laſt Re- 
ſort, they call upon the Magiſtrate to enforce the Cenſures of 
the Church, by annexing to them civil Incapacrties, Fines, or 
corporal Puni/hments ; and when gentle and moderate Degrees 
of theſe do not anſwer the End, they call for ſtill higher and 
higher, *till they arrive at capital Puni/hments, and thoſe of the 
moſt inhumane and barbarous Kind. From this corrupt Foun- 
tain have proceeded all the bloody Perſecutions with which 
profeſſed Chriſtians have worried and deftroyed one another 
in the ſeveral Ages of the Church. By this Means the Apoſ- 
tate and Antichriſtian Church of Rome hath made herſelf 
drunken with the Blosd of the Saints, and with the Blood of the 
Martyrs of JEsus : And whatever Kinds or Degrees of this 
are found in any Proteſtant Church, are to be eſteem'd and 
deteſted as Relicks of Popery. But the Cenſures of the Church, 
as in/lituted by CHRIST, are as much due to the proper Sub- 
jets of them, and in their Place, as neceſſary and uſeful for 
anſwering the Deſigns of God's Glory in the Salvation of 
Sinners, as any other divine Inftitution or Ordinance. The 
Buſineſs of Ordination is of vaſt Conſequence to Religion. 
*Tis of the laſt Importance to the chriſtian Church, that due 
Care be taken for admitting into the ſacred Miniſtry ſuch, 
and only ſuch, as are duly qualified for that great and impor- 
tant Work; that the Churches may be preſerved from blind 
Guides, from ignorant and unqualified Uſurpers of, and rafh In- 
truders into, the ſacred Miniſiry. And it is highly — 
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confider'd as Fellow-Labourers, 15 


that Minifters be united in their Endeavours for this End. 
Now, when Miniſters are united in the Means they make 
uſe of for promoting the Deſign for which their great Lo RD 
and MASTER laid down his Life, they act in the Character of 
Fellow- Labourers. 


IT may be proper to cleſe this Head by ſaying, That tho" 
it is neceſſary to Minifters acting up to the Character, under 
which they are mentioned in our Text, that they unite in 
uſing the Means CHRIST has particularly in/{ituted and pre- 
ſcribed ſor attaining the Ends of Redemption; yet it is not 
neceſſary to their acknowledging and treating one another 
as Fellow-Labourers, that they be all of one Mind, or uſe 
exactly the ſame Methods in Things of a circumſtantial Na- 
ture, which are left to human Prudence under the Direction 
of ſome general Precepts of the Goſpel. It may ſerve to ex- 
plain and confirm what I intend, if we obſerve, that the A- 
poſtle, in our Text, owns MARK for his Fellow-Labourer, 
tho* he once differ'd from him in Opinion, with Regard 
( probably ) to the particular Places they were to travel to 
and preach at, and went back from him, and the Apoſtle 
was fo offended with him as to refuſe his Aſſiſtance when he 
would afterwards have gone with him ; he acknowledges him 
( I fay ) for his Fellow- Labourer equally with LuKE, who 
was his conſtant Companion in all his Travels, and continued 
with him to his Death +. 


III. MinisTERs of the Goſpel are PFellow-T abourers, as they 


have EQUAL AUTHORITY to uſe theſe Means for obtaining 
this End. 


CO — 


+ When it is conſider'd how ſoon Paul was reconciled to 
Mark, and that without any Satisfaction offered that we 
know of; and with how much Reſpect he afterward 
ſpake of him (Col. 4. 10. 2 Tim. 4.11.) perhaps it 
may be tho't no improbable Conjecture, that the Apoſtle 


was ſenſible he had before carried his Reſentments againſt 
him too far. 


THE 
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THE original Word uſed in our Text may be rendered 
Fellow- Officers, or Perſons ſuſtaining the ſame Office . And 
this is exactly agreable to what the Goſpel teaches us with Re- 
gard to the M inifters of CHRIST. 


Wren Curse aſcended into Heaven he left but one 
OrDper of Miniſters in his Church 1. There were only the 
eleven Apoſiles that could be eſteemed Goſpel Miniſters, and 
theſe all had equal Authority. We never read, in the New- 
Teſtament, of any other ORDER's being erected in the Goſpel 
Miniftry'; and doubtleſs we ſhould have had a particular and 


plain Account of it, if any other had been afterward appointed, 


and not left to collect it from ſome few ſcatter'd Sentences, and 
obſcure Hints of doubtful Interpretation. 


Tux ſacred Writers don't uſe to treat Matters of ſo great 
Importance to the chriſtian Church, in this Manner. When 
the Apoſtles appointed Deacons, who are an Order inferiour to 
the Miniſtry, properly fo called, and were inſtituted only to 


ſerve Tables, we have a very particular and circumſtantial Ac- 


count of the ſpecial Occaſion of their being appointed, and of 
the Manner of chuſing and ordaining them. The Number and 
even the Names of thoſe that were appointed to this Office, 
are particularly recorded in the ſixth Chapter of the As. 


* 'Epyoy ſometimes ſignifies an Office, As xiii. 4. 1 Tim. 
iii, 1. and agreably ⁊ vvepyo'* may be rendred Fellow- 
Officers. 

t I know of no Exception againſt this, except it be that the 
ſeventy Diſciples, whom Chriſt ſent forth on a ſpecial 
Miſſion before his Death, have been tho't by ſome to 


have been left in Commiſſion by him, as Officers in the |, 


chriſtian Church, at his Aſcenſion. This Argument was 

largely inſiſted on in thePiece intitled, A made/t Proof, &c. 

But was ſo fully and ſolidly confuted by the judicious Au- 

thor of the ſober Remarks, that as no Man has attempted 
a Reply to his Arguments, ſo (I think) we have heard 

little or nothing of the ſeventy Diſciples in this Contro- 
verſy ſince. 


And 
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And can it be believed, that the inſpired Hiſtorian wou'd have 
been ſo very particular and exact, in his Account of the Inſti- 
tution of this lower Order in the Church, and have paſſed over, 
in the moſt profound Silence, the Appointment of an Order of 
ſo much greater Dignity and Importance? In a Word, the ? 
Commiss10n CHRIsT gave his Miniſters is ONE and the 
SAME ; all to whom this Commiſſion belongs have full and / 
equal Right to uſe all the Power and Authority contained in it, 
and they to whom it does not belong, are no Miniſters 7 
CHRIsT, nor do they derive any Authority from Him. 


ALL to whom this Commiſſion belongs have equal Au- 
thority in the Uſe of thoſe Means, which (as we have faid 
CHRIST has inſtituted for obtaining the End of his Re- 
demption, 


Tu Authority of preaching the Goſpel, or teaching all 
T hing, CHRIST has commanded, is expreſly given them by his 
Commiſſion, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. Go ye therefore and teach 
all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all Things 
whatſoever I have commanded jou; and lo, I am with you alway 
even unto the End of the IVorld. Teaching or preaching the 
Goſpel is ſo very eſſential and important a Branch of the mini- 
ſterial Office, that it is not only placed fir/t in the Commiſſion, 
but repeated in ſo ſhort a Form of Words, And in another 
Evangeli/t it is the only Thing particularly recorded, Mark 
16. 13.—Go ye into all the World, and preach the Geſpel to every 
Creature. And the great Apoſtle of theGentiles ſays, CHRIS 
ſent me not to baptize, but to preach the Geſpel, 1 Cor. i. 17. 
He eſteemed preaching the principal and moſt important Part 
of his Office. The Lay- Exherters therefore, who were fo 
much eſteem'd and follow'd, not long ago, did directly invade 
an important Branch of the /acred Office. And where they 
were moſt encouraged, the fad Effects of ſuch a Pract.ce are 
dreadfully ſeen and felt to this Day, 


CaRIsT's Commiſſion does likewiſe, in expreſs Terms, au- 
thorize his Minifters to baptize ; and, bv juſt Conſcquence, to 
adininiſter the Lord's Supper. | 
| 6 TE 
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Tur Miniſters of Cyrisr are ſtiled Overſcers *, and 
ſpoken of under the Character of ſuch as have Rule or Autho- 
rity over others +, and his People are requiryd to obey thoſe that 
have Rule over them, and ſubmit theniſelues to them who watch 


for their Souls J. 


Nor that CnrisT has eftabliſhed a deſpotic Government 
in his Church, cr veſted his Miniſters with an arbitrary Power 
to act as being J. cdi over his Heritage: On the contrary, he 
has made effectunl Proviſion to prevent this, were it duly 
obſerved ; for his Miniſters are, in the Exerciſe of eccleſiaſtical 
Diſcipline, limited to act with the Conſent of the Brethren, 
without which they can neither cenſure nor abſelve any Perſon. 
Thus we find it was in the Church of CokIN TH; the Con- 
demnation of the inceſtuous Perſon is ſtiled the Puniſhment 
which was imfiifted of many 4. And when e was to be reſto- 
red, upon his Repentance, the Apoſtle writes to the whole 
Church to concur therein f. 


TRE Pawer of Ordination is, by a juſt and neceſſary Con- 
ſtruction, contained in this Comm:ſhon of CHRIS to his 
Miniſters ; for the Promiſe annexed to it is in theſe Terms, 
Lo, I am with you alway even to the End of the Merld .. This, 
{ince it could not be intended with Regard to their Perſons, 
they not being perſonally to continue in the Execution of their 
Office 'till the End of the World, muſt be underſtood as com- 
prehending their Succeſſors with them, and ſo as giving them 
the neceſſary Powers to provide for a Succeſſion in the Mini- 
ſtry. And if the Power of Ordination be contained in the 
Commiſſion, it muſt belong to all to whem the Commiſſion is 
given. And the Practice upon this Commiſſion, as recorded in 
Scripture, was exactly agreable hereto. BARN ABAS and 
SAUL were, by the ſpecial Direction of the HoLy GHosT, 
ſeparated to the Work of preaching the Goſpel to the Gen- 
tiles, by Faſting and Prayer, with the laying on of the Hands 


*- Ads xx. 20. f Heb, iii. 17. f 2 Cor. ii. 6. Dr. 
Whitly tranſlates it, inflicted by the Community, under- 
ſtanding thereby both Clergy and Laity. || Ver. 7, 8. 
„ Matth. xxvIli. 20. 

0 
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of certain Prophets and Teachers which were in the Church at 


AN TIOCH T. TimoTHY was ordained by the lying on of 
the Hands of the Preſlytery +. 


AND as all Miniſters have the whzle ef theſe Powers, ſo they 
have them direct from Cukisr's Commiſſion ; and do not 
derive them from one another. They who o:dain a Miniſter 
don't give him the Authority he is to exerciſe, they only ſepa- 
rate the Perſon to the Work of the Goſpel- Miniſtry, and 
when he is thus ſeparated by ſuch folemn Actions as the Goſ- 
pel requires, CHR1sT'sS Commiſſion gives him the neceſſary 
powers and Authorities to his diſchars; ng the important Office 
into which he is thus introduced. Thus it was in the Cafe 
juſt now mention'd ; TheProphets and Teachers who ſeparated 
BARNABAS and GAUL to the Work whereunto Gop had 
called them, could not he faid to commuſuonate them, or to 
give them the Authority they were to exerciſe in planting and 
eftabliſhing chriſtian Churches in the Gentile World &. And 
if they all derive their Authority directly from Cunisr's 
Commiſſion, they are all equal. "I's true, they are, and 
they ought to be ſubject to the Diſcipline of the Church, As 
a Preſbytery ordains them, ſo they may, on juſt Occaſions, 
depoſe or otherwiſe cenſure them. This is not at all incon- 


— 
3 


+ ri. 1, 2, % fl Tim . 14. 

This may be illuſtrated by an Inſtance of a civil Nature. 
The Governaur of this Calony is choſen by the Freemen, 
and ſworn by one of the Magiſtrates; yet neither of 
them give him his Authority: This he derives from the 
KixG, by the Charter, as his C:mmiſſion. And if any 
particular Authority fhould be found given to the Gover- 
nour by the Charter, which none of his Predeceflors had 
ever uſed, and which neither thoſe who choſe him, nor 
he that gave him his Oath, ſuppoſed he had, or deſigned 
he ſhould have ; he would yet have an undoubted Right 
to the Exerciſe of it. This ſhows the Weakneſs of the 
Argument, which pretends to prove, that the firſt Mi- 
niſters of New- England had not the Power of Ordina- 
tion, becauſe the Biſhops who ordained them never in- 
tended to give them this Power, 


C3 liſtend 
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ſiſtent with a Parity or Equality among Miniſters ; for tho 
in a Preſbytery, or eccleſiaſtical Council, any one particular 
Miniſter be equal to any other, yet is he not equal to the 
whole, but liable to be judg'd and cenſur'd by them. This 
Equality of Power which Cyk1sT has thus given his Mini- 
ſters renders them Fellow-Labourers. 


THERE are ſeveral Things oppoſite hereto, and which, 
wherever they obtain, prevent Miniſters acting in the Cha- 
racter under which they are mentioned in our Text. 


SUCH an 7#imerant Superintendency as has, within a ſew 


Years paſt, been exerciſed in many Places, entirely deſtroys 


that Equality which renders Goſpel Miniſters Fellow- La- 
bourers. I need not name the Men who have undertaken 
fingly to judge and cenſure theis Brethren in the Miniſtry, 
and that without any Trial, or their ever being heard in their 
own Defence; tho' the Cenſure given againſt them amounted 
to a Declaration of their being unworthy of, and unfit for the 
ſacred Office they ſuſtain, the higheſt Cenſure that can be 
inflicted on an Officer as ſuch ; and accordingly they who pro- 
nounced it have look'd on it as a Diſſolution of the ſacred Re- 
lation between Paſtor and Flock; and have, without the leaſt 
Scruple, and in the moſt publick Manner, directed People to 
diſown and withdraw from thoſe their Miniſters whom they 
have been pleaſed thus to cenſure. A Piece of Lerdlineſs and 
Arrogance, which even an immediate Commiſſion from Hea- 


ven to judge their Brethren, if they could produce it, would 


not juſtify ; unleſs there came with it a new Goſpel : For the 
erecting a new Court, or appointing a new Judge, makes no 
Alteration of the Law: And it is a ſtandingLaw in CHRIS“ 
viſible Kingdom, (1 Tim. v. 19.) Againſt an Elder receive not 
an Accuſalion, but before two er three Witneſſes. And it is a 
Maxim of Reaſon, approved in the Goſpel, that no Man be 
condemned before the Accuſed be brought to face the Accuſer, 
and have Licenſe to anſwer for himſelf, 


A FIXED Prelacy in the Church is another Thing repug- 
nant to, and deſtructive of that Equality which renders Goſ- 
pel Miniſters Fellow-Labourers. This (you all know ) ob- 
tains in the Church of England, But ſince tis poſhble all 

may 
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may not know how great the Difference between Miniſters 
in that Church is, or how far they are from being Fellow- 
Labourers, I ſhall endeavour briefly to repreſent it. 

BrsHoPs then (of whom there are but twenty /zx in the 
Nation) claim the ſullPowers we have mentioned as being in- 
cluded in CH e1sT's Commiſſion, But their ordinary Miniſters, 
or Prieſts, as they call them, (of whom there are many thou- 
fands ) have but a Part of theſe Powers allowed them. Or- 
dination ( I think) they all allow makes a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, and yet an ordained Miniſter, as ſuch, has not, ac- 
cording to their Practice, Authority ſo much as to preach the 
Goſpel, the very firſt "Thing mentioned in the miniſterial 


Commiſſion, and the moſt neceſſary and important Part of a 


Miniſter's Work. The Authority of Preaching, their Mi- 
niſters derive not from CHRIST 's Commiſſion, which they 
are veſted with in Ordination; but from the Biſhop's Li- 
cenſe, the giving of which is a Thing diſtinct from Ordination, 
and which is not given to all who are ordained. The Scrip— 
ture requires that the Goſpel Miniſtry be committed to fa:th- 


ful Men, able to teach others f. The Canons of the Church e 


England allow a Biſhop to ordain any Perſon, if he has a 

Preſentation to a Living, underſtands Latin, and is not ſcan- 
dalous |. 'Tis ealy to fee that the Practice upon this Canon 
would bring Men into the Miniſtry, that were utterly un- 
qualified to preach the Goſpel, and therefore they would allow 
no Miniſter to preach without the Biſhop's Licenſe, But by 
this they have put their Miniſters Authority for preaching the 
Goſpel, not upon the Foot of CH RisT's Commiſſion, which 


ne was veſted with in Ordination, but upon that of his having 
the Biſhop's Licenſe “. 


+ II * ii. 12. + Can. 34. cited by Mr. Peirce, Vind. 
P. 305. | 

Since the Promiſe of Chriſt's Preſence with the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, is expreſly annexed to his Commiſſion, 
and the Prieſis of the Church of England do not act upon 
this Commiſſion, but upon the Biſhop's Licenſe in 
Preaching ; it concerns them and their Hearers, ſerioufl 
to conſider what Reaſon they have to expect the Blefling 


of Chriſt, on which the Succeſs of all Preaching entirely 
depends, | IN 
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In order to a Perſon's obtaining this Ordination and Li- 
cenſe to preach the Goſpel, he muſt (among other Things) 
take an Oath of canonical Obedience to his Biſhop. This ap- 
pears to me evidently contrary to thoſe Precepts of our bleſſed 
Lo RD (Matth. xxiii. 8, 9, 10.) Be not ye called Rabbi; 
for one is your Maſter, even Chri/t, and all ye are Brethren. And 
call no Man your Father upon Earth ; for one is your Father 
which is in Heaven. Neither be ye called Maſters ; for one is 
your Maſter, even Chriſt, I know it is ſaid, in Juſtification 
of this Practice, that the Oath is limited to Things latoful and 
honeſt, and mult therefore be an innocent Thing. But to this 
I anſwer, That this Plea is inſufficient to juſtify the Practice. 
The taking an Oath of Allegience to a Prince, is the higheſt 
Acknowledgment of his Sovereignty, the moſt ſolemn Pro- 
feſſion of Subjection to him; or, in CHRISTH's Language, tis 
calling him Maſter, and this altho* no Perſon is obliged by his 
Allegience to obey his Prince in any Thing but what is /aw- 
ful and honefl, Now who can give a Reaſon why taking the 
Oath of Allegience to a Prince, ſhould be eſteem'd calling 
him Maſter in a civil Senſe, and yet taking an Oath of canoni- 
cal Obedience to a Biſhop, ſhould not be loek'd upon as cal- 
ling him Maſter in an eccleſiaſtical or religizus Senſe ? Or who 
will pretend that being called Maſter in a religious Senſe is not 
expreſty forbidden to Goſpel Miniſters by their great Mas 
TER |? 


— 


+ Since the writing of this Paragraph, I have been inform'd, 
that ſome Gentlemen of the Ep:/copa! Profeſſion deny tte 
Fact, and inſiſt that no ſuch Oath is taken by their Mi- 
niſters. To ſatisfy theſe Gentlamen that I have not 
wronged their Church in this Repreſentation of Fats, I 
will uſe Dr. Jobnſon's Authority, (which I ſuppoſe they 
will not diſpute ) who ſpeaking of this Matter, uſes theſe 
Words, They | the Biſhops ] can require nothing 
<< but what is according to Law. And where is the 
«c Harm of ſwearing to be obedient to lawful Authort- 
4 ty in all Things lawful and honeſt, which are the Words 
<< of the Oath, as expreſs'd in our Licenſes. Vid. /econd 
Letter to diſ. Pariſhioners, p. 13. which fully juſtifies my 
Repreſentation of the Fact, with Regard both to the Li- 
cenſe and the Oath, 8 WELL, 


conſider” d as Fellow-Labourers. 23 


WELL, after all this Submiſſion and ſolemn Promiſe of O- 
bedience, what miniſterial Authority is the Perſon veſted 
with? He is allowed to preach the Goſpel and adminiſter the 
Sacraments : But for the other two Branches of miniſterial 
Authority, Government and Ordination, equally inſtituted by 
CHRisT, and neceſſary to anſwer the deſigns of redeeming 
Grace, he has neither Part nor Lot in theſe Matters. And 
every Pretence to the Exerciſe of Church-Diſcipline by meer 
Preſbyters, further than to ſuſpend a Perſon from the Sacra- 


ment for fourteen Days, is contrary to the Rules of the Church 
of England. 


Tas is, I truly think, a juſt tho* brief Repreſentation of 
the State of the miniſterial Office in that Church, And can 


any Man think it agreable to the State of that Office in the 


the Apoſtle's Time? Can Perſons of ſuch different Orders, 
ſome of whom are in ſuch a ſtate ofSubjection to others, be with 
any Propriety, ſtiled Fellotu-Labourers, or Fellow- Officers? I ap- 
peal to the Conſciences of all that hear me: Can any of you 
believe that the Perſons St. PAUL ſtiles his Fellow- Labourers, 
in our Text, had but half the Powers CHRIST's Commiſſion 
gives to his Miniſters, and had attained to the Right of exer- 
ciling that Half by taking a ſolemn Oath to obey him and his 
Succeſſors, in all Things lawful and honeſt ® Wou'd not the 
Apoſtle, if this had been the Caſe, rather have called them his 
Servants t, fince no Servant is obliged to obey his Maſter far- 
ther than this? And yet I don't remember that the Advocates 
for Epiſcopacy pretend that any of the Perſons named in our 
Text, were Biſhops ( in their Senſe of the Word ) except it 
be MARK, who is ſaid to have been the firſt Biſhop of ALEX“ 
ANDRIA in EGyPr. But as he was now at Rome, and 


* 


* Vid. Rubrick to the Office of the Communion. 

+ *Tis no Objection to this, to ſay that the preſent Biſhops 
ſtile their Preſbyters Brethren, any more than it would be 
againſt the Lordlineſs and Tyranny of the Pope, to ſay 
that he ſtiles himſelf Servus Servorum, a Servant of Ser- 
vants. The Apoſtle inftead of acting agreable to the 
modern Notions of Complaiſance, had his Converſation in 
Simplicity and Singerity, | 


Was 
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was two or three Years after ſent for by the Apoſtle to come 
. thither again, as one who was profitable to him for the Mi- 
niſtry, it ſeems evident that he had, at this Time, no fixed 


Relation to a Church in EcyyT, whatever he might have 
* afterward, 


IT is not much to wonder'd at, if Perſons, who by their 
immoral Lives, expoſe themſelves to eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, 
chuſe the Communion of that Church, which (at leaft in its 
preſent State in this Country) can exerciſe no Diſcipline upon 
them f. But that Perſons of Sobriety and Religion, Men 


t That the Church of England in this Country can't inflict 
Cenſures on her Members, how much ſoever they may 
deſerve them, is evident from this Conſideration, that her 
Miniſters here are none of them of any higher Order 
than that of Preſbyters, to whom by her Conſtitution, 
the Power of cenſuring Offenders does not belong. 
That this Power does not belong to ſuch, is plain from 
the Caſe of Mr. Cartwright. This great and good Man 
had a Number of Articles exhibited againſt him, in an 
eccleſiaſtical Court, Anno 1590. One of which was, 
4 That when a Servant of bis had committed Fornica- 
tion, and gotten a Baſtard in his Houſe, he (who 
Vas but a Preſbyter) taking upon him the Authority 
«© of the Ordinary (or Biſhop) did appoint unto the De- 
© Jinquent a publick Form of Penance, or Satisfaction, 
4 in St. Mary's Church in Warwick, and cauſed 
© him to perform the fame.” (Pierce's Vindication p. 
124.) On this he was caſt into Priſon, and tho* great 
Interceſſion was made for him, King James himſelf wri- 
ting to the Queen in his Favour, yet it was two Years 
before he could obtain a Releaſe from this Impriſonment, 
Neal's Puritans, Vol. 1. p. 523. This Want of Diſci- 
pline is ſometimes ſeen and complain'd of by the Laity 
of that Church; as for Inſtance, when their Miniſters 
leave them without any ſufficient Reaſon, nay when the 
People think they have ſuch ObjeCtions as would effec- 
tually prevent a Removal, if they could find any Body 
to judge between them and their Miniſters, 


who 
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who are deſirous that the Church of CHRIS ſhould be kept 
pure, in the preſent Age, and tranſmitted ſo to their Poſterity, 
ſhould forſake us and go over to ſuch a Communion, is to me 
really unaccountable, If there be any of this Character 
among my preſent Hearers, I can't excuſe my ſelf from ſayin 
to them on this Occaſion, My Friends, Is it really fo deſireable 
a Thing to you, to have Churches ſo defective as to be utterly 
unable to exerciſe the Diſcipline CHRIS TH has inſtituted, and 
Miniſters who have not half the Powers contained in the 
Commiſſion given to the Goſpel Miniſtry, and who obtain the 
Right of Exerciſing the Powers they claim, by ſuch a aged 
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Subjection to others as CHRIS’ has forbidden; I fay, are 
theſe Things fo very deſireable in your Eyes, that for the ob- 
taining them you will run the Venture of contracting the 
awful Guilt of Schiſm, by forſaking the Communion of re- 
gularly inſtituted and well governed Churches of CHRIST, 
in which you were baptized + and educated ; by running 
into Parties and promoting Separations ; by dividing and diſ- 
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+ It may perhaps be proper here, to take Notice of a very 
firange as well as wicked Practice, which ſome who have 
gone into the Epi ſcopal Separation in this Country, and 
had Children baptized with us before they left us, have 
run into. What I mean is their teaching ſuch Children 
the Church Catechiſm, which begins thus, Queſt. What 
is your Name? Anſ. N. or M. Que. Who gave you 
this Name? Anſ. My Godfathers and Godmothers in my 
Baptiſm, &c. Queſt. What did your Gedfathers and 
Godmothers then for you? Anſ. They did promiſe and 
vow three Things in my Name, &c. Que. Doſt thou 
not think that thou art hound to believe and to do as they 
have promiſed for thee? Anſ. Yes verily ; and by 
God's Help fo I will, &c. ---- Whether ſuch Parents have 
any Remorſe in their Conſciences on Account of forſa- 
king the Churches they were baptized in, and are willing 
to preſerve their Children from the like Uneaſmeſs, by 
making them believe they were baptized in the Church of 
England, or. whatever be the Principle they act upon, tis 
certain they are guilty of teaching their Children known 
Falſhoods, and that as a Part of rcligious Education. | 

turbing 
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turbing the Peace of the Church ; and by renting, not the 
Coat, but the Body of CHRIS? Can you anſwer it to God, 
or your own Conſciences, to the preſent Age or to Poſterity, 
if you ſhould be inſtrumental in deſtroying an eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution ſo exactly agreable to the Goſpel, and which has 
been fo ſignally owned and bleſſed for promoting Religion in 
the Power and PraQtice of it ; and in mtroducing, inſtead of 
it, ſo defeCtive a Conſtitution, and which will almoſt certainly 
bring in with it an Inundation of Vice and Looſeneſs ; and 
iſſue in the Deſtruction of practical Religion? Is it, my 
Brethren, a Matter of Indifference with you, whether your 
Children prove like the former Generations in New- England, 
who were ſo remarkable for ſerious Religion and practical 
Godlineſs ; ar run into that Careleſſneſs and Looſeneſs, that 
open Irreligion and undiſguiſed Prophaneneſs which are fo 
dreadfully viſible where the Church of England has the Aſcen- 
' dant, and eſpecially where People are ſo unhappy as to have 
no other religious Profeſſion + ? 

But 
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+ I am ſo far from taking Pleaſure in this Repreſentation of 
the rel:igiousState of thoſe Engli/hColonies in America, which 
are chiefly or wholly Epiſcapal, that I ſhould heartily re- 
Joice in a Conviction that it is not ſo bad as I here ſup- 
poſe. I have had Opportunity of making ſome Obſer- 
vations in about half the Engl; Colonies on this Conti- 
nent, and from them and the beſt Information I could 
ever get of the Reſt, and of the Engliſb Iſlands in the 
We/t-Indies, am fully perſwaded that the Caſe is truly as 
I have repreſented it, If any Perſon don't perceive the 
Force of this expoſtulatory Addreſs, I defire him only to 
get the beſt Information he can of the State of Religion 
in this Country ſeventy or eighty Years ago, when there 
was not a ſingle Epiſcopal Church or Miniſter in it, and 
compare it with the State of Religion then, or at any 
Time fince, in any one of the Engli/h 12/t- India Iſlands, 
or in any other Country in which there are only ſuch 
Churches and Miniſters. This Argument in favour of 
our Churches and Miniſtry is plain and caſy to be under- 
ſtood, and ſurely it muſt carry Cenviction with it; for 

it 
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But I muſt proceed and ſay in the laſt Place. 


IV. MinrsTERs are Fellnw-Tabocurres as they mutually owN, 
ASSIST and ENCOURAGE one another, 
FEeLLow-LABOURERS are ſuch as afford mutual Help 
and Aſſiſtance to each other, in the Work they are engaged in, 
or in the Service of their great Employer and Maſter. If one 
be engaged in a Piece of Work, too hard for him {ingly ta 
accompliſh, another will readily lend him an helping Hand; 
" if one fall another will lift him up, and they all derive Courage 
and Strength from the Union that ſubſiſts among them. Thus 
the wiſe Man deſcribes the Advantages of Society, or having 
Fellows in any Employment ( Eccl. iv. g,----12. ) Two are 
better than one; becauſe they have a goed Reward for their La- 
bour ; for if they fall, the one will lift up his Fellow : But wo ta 
him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to lift 
himup. Again, if two lie together, then they have Heat: But 
how can one be warm alone? And if one prevail againſt him, two 


ſhall withſtand him; and a threef«ld Cord is not quickly broken. 


Tusk Advantages which reſult from Society, are eſpeci- 
ally neceſſary and important in the great and difficult Work 
of the Goſpel Miniſtry, and on the Account of Miniſters rea- 
dily affording them to each other, they are conſider'd in the 

amiable Character of Fellow-Labourers. The great Apoſtle 
acknowtedges the Perſons named in our Text, as his Fellew- 
Labourers, and it was doubtleſs a great Comfort and Encou- 
ragement to them in their Work, it greatly ſtrengthened them 
to encounter the Oppoſitions, and bear the Fatigues, Diffi- 


2» 


it is natural and 'tis fafe to conclude that eccleſiaſtical 
Conftitution to be beſt, which. moſt effectually anſwers 
the Deſigns of all inſtituted Religion, by rendring Men 
better, more conformable to the moral Image of Gop in 
the Temper of their Minds, and to the ſacred Precepts 
of the Goſpel in the whole Courſe of their Lives. And 
the Compariſon is better made where People of different 
Profeſkgns live ſeparately, than where they are anter- 


mix'd, 
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culties and Sufferings they met with in it; and it contributed 
to the Succeſs of their Miniftry : Whereas his diſowning them 
would have diſcouraged their Hearts, weakened their Hands, 
and render'd them much leſs ſucceſsful in their important 
Work of preaching the Goſpel, 


TRE Apoſtle himſelf found the Advantage of having Fel- 
low-Helpers, on the Account of the Encouragement and Com- 
fort they afforded, (Col. iv. 11. ) ---- Theſe only are my Fellow- 
Workers unto the Kingdom of God, which have been a Comfort 
unto me. And it is, on many Accounts, a Matter of very great 
Importance, that Miniſters of the Goſpel a&t up to their Cha- 
racter of Fellow- Labourers by owning, aſſiſting and encoura- 
ging one another ; and eſpecially that thoſe of them to whom 
Gop has given greater Abilities, whom he has placed in more 
conſpicuous Stations, or who have greater Influence over, and 
are more hearken'd to by the People, be particularly careful 
to do this, 


Wu therefore Miniſters of the Goſpel, and eſpecially 
thoſe who are in ſuch peculiar Circumſtances, inſtead of own- 
ing, aſſiſting and encouraging their Brethren in the ſacredOffice, 
run intoParties and Factions, when they diſcourage and weaken 
one another by countenancing uneaſy and diſcontented Perſons, 
eſpecially ſuch as are under juſt Cenſure for their Miſconduct : 
But above all, when they promote and encourage uncharitable 
Surmiſes, and ill- grounded Suſpicions with Regard to their 
internal State, when they ſtile them falſe Brethren, Hypocrites, 
Wilves in Sheeps Cliathing, and the like, they act diametrically 
oppoſite to their Character of Fellow-Labourers, and in a 
Manner abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Duty ſuch owe to each 
other. The Conſequences of ſuch Conduct muſt be vaſtly pre- 
Judicial to the Intereſts of Religion, and the Guilt contracted 
by it is amazingly great; for when they thus in againſt and 
wound their Brethren, they ſin again/ſ/CaRIisT. And they muſt 
expect to give an Account to him, not only for the perſonal 
Injury done to their Brethren, but for all that future Want of 
Succeſs which is the natural and. almoſt unavoidable Conſe- 
quence of this their ſinful Conduct, and for thoſe unſpeakable 
Diſadvantages to Religion which flow from it. And ſurely 
thoſe who are found thus beating their Fellow-Servants have 
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Reaſon to dread the —— of their common Lord and 
Maſter. 


TRE only APPLICATION the Time will admit of, muſt 
be made in an ApDREss to the Parties immediately con- 
cern'd in the ſolemn Tranſaction before us; in which the Reſt 
ef the Audience will be concern'd fo far as they ſtand in the 
ſame Relations, or are in like Circumſtances. | 


Wherefore 
I. Ix the fir? Place, I addreſs my ſelf to you, dear Sir, 
who are now to be ſeparated to the ſacred Miniſtry, and ad- 
mitted as my Fellow- Labourer therein. 


You have had ſet before you an imperfe&, but (I truſt) a 
juſt Sketch of the miniſterial Office as inſtituted by the KING 
whom Gop has ſet upon his holy Hill of Zion. The great 
Gop (to whoſe Service in the Goſpel of his Son, you are 
now coming under a ſolemn Dedication) requires, and his 
Miniſters and People expect, that you will make it your great 
and conſtant Care to diſcharge this Office in the ſeveral im- 
portant Branches of it that have been named. It will greatly 
concern you to approve your ſelf a diligent and faithful La- 
haurer in CHRIST's Vineyard. This the miniſterial Cha- 
racter we have been conſidering ſuppoſes and implies in it ; 
for ſurely a Loiterer can't be call'd a Fellow- Labourer with any 


Man. And if you faithfully apply yourſelf to the Diſcharge 
of the ſeveral Duties of this Office, you will find Work eno' 


to do, and no Time to be idle or unemploy'd. 


SEE to it, my Brother, that you have right Aims in entring 
upon and diſcharging this Office. Let the great End of the 
Goſpel Scheme, the grand Deſign of redeeming Grace be the 
Thing you have in View, the Mark you aim at in devoting 
yourſelf to Gop in the Goſpel Miniſtry ; and let an Aim at 
this govern your whole Conduct as a Miniſter. To act with- 
out having any fixed End is trifling and childiſh, and unworthy 
of a Man; to fix upon'a wrong End, will, in this Caſe, be 
Tuinous to yourſelf, and render you hurtful, inſtead of being 
beneficial, to others. And what End can you poſſibly prapoſe 
ſo noble in itſelf and ſa worthy of a reaſonable Creature; Mt 

that 
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that will yield ſo much Satisfaction when attain'd as this, tha? 
the great Gop may be glorified by you; that the Defigns of 
redeeming Grace may be anſwer'd ; that the infinite idem, 
the almighty Power, and the boundleſs Love of Gop our 
SAVIOUR may ſhine forth in their meridian Luftre, in the 
compleat and eternal Salvation of your Hearers ; that Heaven 
may forever ring with Acclamations of Glory and Praiſe to him 
that ſitteth upon the Fhrone, and to the LA MR that was ſlain ! 


In order to your being under the habitual and governing 
Influence of this as your great End, *tis neceſſary that your 
own Heart be right with Gop, and that you be experimen- 
tally acquainted with the transforming Influence of thoſe great 
Goſpel Truths you preach to others. And here I mutt fay, 
that tho? our Hearers can judge of our Hearts only by our 
Profeſſion and Conduct, and ought to exerciſe great Charity 
in the Opinions they form of us; yet it concerns xs to be 
fri and even ſevere in examining and judging ourſelves, We 
have, or we ought to have, a more thoro* Acquaintance with 
our own Hearts than *tis poſſible for any other Man to have 
with them. And if we carefully examine the Matter, muſt 
be in ſome Degree conſcious to the Principles and Motives 
we act upon. And *tis of infinite Conſequence that we make 
ſure of an Intereſt in the great Salvation we offer to others. 
How melancholly will it be to complain at laſt that we were 
made Keepers of Vineyards, but our ownVineyard we have not kept ? 
-How dreadful will our Condemnation be, if after having 
reached to others, we ourſclves be ca/? aw ay? How intolerable 
our Condition, if we periſh ourſelves after having been in- 
ſtrumental in ſaving others? 


HAvING therefore ſeen to the Sincerity of your own Heart, 
and fixed the great End of your Life and Miniſtry ; go on, 
my Brother, in the Strength of the Lok Þ, to ulſi the Miniſiry 
you are now to receive, by diligent, faithful and laborious 
Application to the ſeveral Parts of it. Be much in Prayer 
for your Self and People. Have your Eye always to JE Sus 
the Head of Influences, in whom it has pleaſed the FATHER that 
all Fulneſs ſhould dwell, for Supplies of Grace and Strength ta 
furniſh you to your Work, and to ſucceed you in it. 
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* Tae Goſpel affords you abundant Encouragement to the 
faithful Diſcharge of your Office. You are not to expect 
great Things in this World, A Prophets Reward 1s indeed a 
great and a glorious Thing, but it lyes beyond the Grave. 
Faithfulneſs in your Work is the Way to be ſucceſsful in it, 
the only Way in which you can reaſonably expect to be the 
happy Inſtrument of glorifying Gop, and. promoting the eter- 
nal Happineſs of Man. And in this Way there is an encou- 
raging Proſpect of this Succeſs ; tho* I muſt confeſs there is 
not an abſolute Certainty of it in all Caſes. The evangelical 
Prophet, when his Lips were touched with a Coal from GoD's 
Altar, and he was aſſured that his Iniquity was taken away and 
his Sin purged, was yet ſent on that Errand, (Ifai. vi. 9, 10.) 
Go and tell this People, hear ye indeed, but underſtand not; and 
fee ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the Heart of this People 
fat, and make their Ears heavy, and ſhut their Eyes: Leſt they 
fee with their Eyes, and hear with their Ears, and underſtand 
with their Hearts, and convert and be healed. This is the moſt 
mclancholly Circumftance a faithful Miniſter can be in, and 
what (J ſuppoſe) is not often the Caſe of ſuch : But ſince a 
ſov*reign Gop has a Right to ſend by whom he will ſend, and 
to ſend on what Meſſages he pleaſes, no particular Miniſter can 
be certain that this ſhall not at ſame Time or other be his 
Caſe. And ſhould it be your's, yet the Covenant of Grace 
affords ſuch Conſiderations as are proper to ſupport you under 
it, aad will infinitely more than compenſate for all you can 
do or ſuffer in the faithful Diſcharge of your Office. For tho? 
in Reſpect of Succeſs, you labour in vain, and ſpend your Strength 
for nought, and in vain, yet ſurely your Judgment is with the 
LoRD, and your Work with your GoD, and thi ISRAEL be not 
gathered, yet ſhall ya be glorious in the Eyes of the LORD, and 
your GOOD ſhall be your Strength, In a Word, Succeſs is not 
abſolutely the Criterion of Faithfulneſs, nor will it be the Rule 
of the final Judgment. It is with a particular Reference to 

Lnifters of the Goſpel that the Apoſtle declares, (1 Cor. iii. 
8.) every Man hall receive his own REWARD, according to his 
own LABOUR, 


IT. I would addreſs the People of this Place, who are now to 
bave one ſet over them in the LORD, 
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My Brethren, It has pleaſed that Go p, who has a ſovereign 
Right to diſpoſe of all Men, and eſpecially of the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, who are eminently his Servants, but a few 
Months ago, to remove by Death your late faithful Paſtor 4, 
who was a burning and ſhining Light in this Candleſtick, tho? it 
was not a long Seaſon you were allowed to rejoice in his Light. 
As he was taken from you in ſuch a Seaſon, when, upon many 
Accounts, his abiding in the Fleſh ſeemed to be very needful 
for you, your Friends had dark and gloomy Apprehenſions 
with Regerd to the Deſign and Event of fo fore a Rebuke of 
God's righteous Providence, Our Hearts even trembled for 
the Ark of Gop with you. But we ſee the Reſidue of the 
Spirit is with GoD. The Goſpel Miniftry is an invaluable 
Treaſure, but we have it in earthen Veſſels, ſuch as are very 
brittle and eaſily broken, and one Deſign of this is, That the 
E xcellency of the Power may be of God, and not of us. Miniſters 
muſt die, but CHRIST lives, the Under-Shepherds are remo- 
ved, but the great Shepherd of the Sheep never leaves his 
Flock. His gracious Preſence with them is eminently ſeen 
in preſerving them from being ſcattered, like Sheep that have 
no Shepherd, when their faithful Paſtors are taken irom them, 


and in ſupplying them with others who ſhall feed and guide 
them, 


WHEN the Apoſtle JoHN was baniſhed from his beloved 
ſeven Churches in As IA, he was, no doubt, concerned what 
would become of them in their bereaved State. And the fir/? 
Viſion he had in the Ie of PATMos, ſeems to have been de- 
ſign'd, and was excellently ſuited to relieve him under ſuch a 
Concern *. He ſaw ſeven golden Candleſtichs, ſimbolically re- 
preſenting theſe ſeven Churches, and in the mid/? of them ſtood 
a glorious Perſonage, one like unto the SON oF MAN. Thus 
theſe Churches were repreſented as having the Preſence of 
CnRIsT, when deprived of the Preſence of his Apoſtle. A 
DomiTIAN, a tyrannical perſecuting Emperor, may baniſh a 
faithful Minifter from his beloved People, or Death may put 
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an 1 Ft to a1 his Labour 2 l Sufrerings fot them, but neither 
Ze them an a rive a Church of the Preſence of CrtnI5T, 
3 While Ris Chufches approve themſelves golden Candle Hicke, 


Ach Plearüre walk in the miaſt of et. This glori- 
ous Perſon thus repreſented as ſtanding in the midft of theſe 
Candleſticks, had in his right Hand ſeven Stars 1. He bro't 
with him a Miniſter for each of theſe Churches, 


THe fame glorious Perſon is this Day come to his Candle- 
Rick in this Place, ( may he find it a go/den one ) and he comes 
on the ſame er n. He is about to fix in it one that 
(I truſt prove a-Star in his right Hand. Receive him 
then, My Brethren, as a precious Gift of your aſcended Lo RD. 
And accordingly treat his Perſon with Eſteem and Reverence. 
Value him greatly for his Sake who ſends him, and efleem him 


very highly in Love for his War #'s Sake. Diligently attend his 


Adminiftrations, and gladly entertain the Goſpel-Meſſages he 
brings to you. Contribute chearfully to his Support, and free 
him from the Cares of the World ; that he may give himſelf 
wholly to the important Work of the Miniftry. In this Way 
you will promote his Uſefulneſs as well as Comfort, and conſult 
your own Good and that of your Children after you. Pray 


for him that the Word of GoD, under his Adminiftration, may 


have frae Courſe and be glorified among you. Watch againſt 
all Divifions and Contentions among you Ives; which will 


tend to difcourage his Heart, weaken his Hands, and render 


his Lagburs unſutceſsful. tintain and cheriſh, by all poſ- 
ſible MEafts;/a Spirit of Love, Both towatds him and towards 
one Hit ef; Aud, finally, make it your great Care to ſecure 
the 


ngs of the Goſpet of Peate; which he is to preach to 
you. Bet Sinners improve his Adminiſtrations for awakening 
them Work 3 from the i ratb to cæme, and eſcape to 
the Cit be Rel efityic, lei ae loitet in the Way the A- 
venger of off deb take bem Ai let Believers improve 
them for their Increaſe in Halneb, for their regular and uni- 
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pre Dotine and Diſcipline, in Worſhip and in Mavis” 
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þ form Growth in all the Graces which conſtitute and adorn the 

ll Chriftian Life. This will be the Way to render him an hap- 

py Miniſter and you an happy People, and to cauſe you to re- 

Joice together in the ſacred Relation you are now entring into. 

Thus ſhall you be his Foy at preſent, and his Crown in the Day 
of CnrisT's appearing, | 


AMEN. 


